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W. F-, aged forty-three, was admitted, January, 1853, IE cunder the care of Mr. Gay, with an extensive sore on the E

front and sides of the leg beneath the calf. He stated that
the ulcer commenced thirteen years before admission; that 

‘

within that period it had almost healed on several occasions C
when he had been able to give it entire rest; but that on re-
suming his occupation-that of a labouring man-it used to
spread again to its present size. ,

On admission the ulcer extended almost around the leg, I
was deep and inclined to be sloughy. The patient had suffered
so severely, and lost so much time through the sore, that he
was exceedingly desirous of having the limb amputated.
From this he was, however, dissuaded by Mr. Gay, who had
him put to bed, and commenced treating the ulcer in the
simplest manner.
Healthy granulations sprung up, and in the course of two

months the sore had healed, excepting a portion over the
front of the tibia about the extent of half-a-crown piece.
This obstinately refused to close, although various methods
were devised for the purpose of exciting it to do so, and it
continued stationary for about a fortnight.
At this stage the site of the original sore immediately sur-

rounding that which still remained had the following appear-
ances :-For some distance beyond the edges the cicatrix was
of a pearly-whitish character, and the skin thick and firmly 

Iadherent to the tibial periosteum; beyond this the integu-
ments had a more healthy appearance, but displayed a darkish (
areola, which extended itself almost around the leg. The soft
textures at this part of the leg appeared tense, and this portion
of the limb itself was somewhat lessened in size, evidently
from the traction which the cicatrix, in the course of its
formation, had made upon the surrounding parts.
Under these circumstances, and as the poor man was still

very desirous to lose his leg, Mr. Gay determined on putting
into execution a plan which had occurred to his mind in con-
sequence of observing the mode in which apertures in the soft
palate closed. Mr. Gay considers that these sores heal, partly
by addition of new matter to the edge, and partly by traction
on the surrounding tissue; and refuse to lieal any further when
the neighbouring textures are incapable of yielding to the
traction at the edge.

In the present case the healing of the sore appeared to
proceed so long as the traction at its edges was responded to
by the surrounding tissues, but it ceased when the maximum of
yielding had been attained. Mr. Gay consequently made an
incision two inches and a half long, close adjoining the edge
of the ulcer, through the sound skin and fascia parallel to the t
long axis of the leg. It gaped a little at the time it was
made, but the wound became much wider in a very short
time, especially on the side towards the sore. The latter,
from the time the incision was made, commenced to heal,
rapidly advanced towards complete cicatrization, and was
quite closed up in a fortnight. The wounds made by the
lateral incisions cicatrized with great rapidity, and the patient
has now a perfectly sound leg.

This result is certainly very cheering, and the practice will
perhaps in appropriate cases be imitated; but we are inclined
to believe that many will shrink from inflicting additional
wounds upon parts which show a reluctance to take on a heal-
ing action. The contraction alluded to by Mr. Gay is certainly
of great use, and may greatly be favoured by lateral incisions;
but strapping and some other mechanical means might with
propriety be tried first, and the method advocated by 1-Ir.

Gay be followed after the failure of the milder means which
we have named. The state of the general system should in
cases of this kind not be overlooked, and as the healing of
ulcers is a mere modification of the function of iutritioii, the
more or less rapid cicatrization must be greatly influenced by
the state of health of the patient. Mr. Gay’s method,
founded upon a correct analogy, is, however, no less valuable,
as it furnishes us with an additional weapon in our contention
with chronic and indolent ulcers of the lower extremity.

Reviews and Notices of Books.

Notices of the Friday Evening Meetings at the Royal Institution.
Printed for the use of Members. No. XIV. pp. 56

THis official record of the different lectures delivered at
the above scientific establishment, on the Friday evenings
from Christmas to Easter, has just been distributed. Pro-
fessor Faraday, as on former occasions, leads the van of the
distinguished men who then brought before crowded audi-

ences various subjects of much interest. His " Observations
on the Alaguetic Force" are worthy of his great reputation, 
and will amply repay perusal. Professor Williamson dis-
coursed the following evening " On Gerhardt’s Discovery of
Anhydrous Organic Acids." The Astronomer Royal, Alr.
Airy, next delivered an admirable lecture " On the Results
of Recent Calculations on the Eclipse of Thales and Eclipses
connected with it." Dr. Tyndall, on the subsequent evening,
gave a most eloquent discourse " On the Influence of Material
Aggregation upon the Manifestations of Force." Some idea

may be obtained of this able lecture from reading the abstract
now given, but the eloquent lecturer should have been heard
in order fully to appreciate his clear language and successful
experiments. Professor Stolies follows next in the list, when
he discoursed " On the Change of Refrangibility of Light,
and the Exhibition thereby of the Chemical Rays." blr.
John Wilson, at the subsequent meeting, gave a lecture " On
Ploughs and Ploughing, Ancient and Modern." Mr. Edward
A. Freeman comes afterwards, when he discoursed " On the
Constructive Principles of the Principal Styles of Architec-
ture." N17hilst the series is concluded by Mr. John Phillips,who gave some interesting " Geological Sketches round Ingle-

borough." As our limits preclude any further allusion or
lengthened critique of the different lectures above enume-
rated, we will only now say the particular questions discussed
were worthy of the accomplished gentlemen who appeared
before the fashionable yet learned audiences nightly collected
at this celebrated temple of science, respecting which it may
be justly said, to quote the concluding paragraph of Dr. Tyn-
dall’s eloquent lecture already mentioned, and applying it

generally,-
"This evening’s discourse is in some measure connected

with this locality; and thinking thus, I am led to inquire
wherein the true value of a scientific discovery consists. Not
in its immediate results alone, but in the prospect which it
opens to intellectual activity-in the hopes which it excites-
in the vigour which it awakens. The discovery which led to
the results brought before you to-night was of this character.
That magnet was the physical birth-place of these results; and
if they possess any value they are to be regarded as the re-

turning crumbs of that bread which in 1846 was cast sa
liberally upon the waters. I rejoice, ladies and gentlemen, in
the opportunity here afforded me of offering my tribute to the
greatest worker of the age, and of laying some of the blossoms

, 
of that prolific tree which he planted at the feet of the great

, discoverer of diamagnetism."

House of Commons.
TUESDAY, MAY 10.

COFFEE AND CHICORY.

Mr. GREGSON moved for a return, up to the present time, of
the number of seizures or prosecutions made or authorised by
the Commissioners of Excise for the adulteration of tea, tobacco,
pepper, and coffee, distinguishing the seizures or prosecutions for
adulteration of c<jSee under the Treasury order of the 3rd day of
August, 1852 ; and any seizures or prosecutions under the

Treasury order of the 25th day of February, 1853, for sales of
mixtures of chicory and coffee without the required labels (in

continuation of Parliamentary Paper No. 647, of session 1851).Mr. AViLsox, in expressing his readiness to give the returns,
said that it seemed in some quarters to be supposed that the
Government had had no intention of putting the law into effect,
whereas, in the two months since the order was issued there had
been 1684 inspections by the officers of various stocks, attended
by 94 convictions and fines, by 135 punishments of a minor
description. The Excise, he would add, had hitherto confined
the fines to ae5 and ago, but notice had now been given that for
future offences the extreme penalty would be inflicted. It had
been suggested that since the order the consumption of coffee had
decreased, whereas, in point of fact, it had largely ircreased, the

’ I amount 
of coffee which paid duty in the two months since the

. 
order was issued having been 6,221.000 lb., whereas the quantity

, in the two corresponding months of last year was only
. 5,540,000 lb., and in the two months of the preceding year
i 3,85O,000 Ib. (Hear, hear.)
. t The motion was then agreed to.


